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Moslem
          Officers & Staff

Robert Pate, PP
Recorder

248-569-2900 ext 4

Thomas Thompson
Potentate

313-550-1606

Gary Lewandowski
Chief Rabban
586-246-4344

Dave Henderson
Assistant Rabban

734-308-8094

Sean Nagoda
High Priest & Prophet

248-939-6635

Joe Merem
Treasurer

248-921-1929

Patrick Robinson
Chaplain

734-664-7105
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Imperial Divan
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Jeff Geske
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Oriental Guide
248-342-4463

Craig Stigleman, PP
Circus Director
248-302-7337

Mike Zelmanski, PP
Sportsman’s Raffle
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Jack Hanson, PP
Chief Aide

586-850-0674

John Young
Membership Chairman

248-496-2740

Wayne Mueller
Chief of Staff
313-690-2220

Don Kincheloe
Imperial Photographer

Chief Photographer
Emeritus

586-322-5336

M
oslem Shriners

150 Years of Fellowship
• Supporting Shriner’s Children

• Serving Our Communities

• Building Men of Good Character

• Family Focused

& We’re Just Ge�ing Started!   For More Information Visit DetroitShriners.com

Share Your Love And Become A Shriner
Name

Address

City                                                  State         Zip

Phone Number

Email

Are you a Mason?

If so, what lodge?

Troy Thompson
Imperial Ambassador
Chicago Assoc. Rep.
Convention Chairman

586-994-0700

Matthew Poth
Director of Units
248-925-9240



Potentate’s

Thomas Thompson, Potentate

   It is with a profound sense of gratitude and fulfillment
that I write to you today. Serving as the Potentate for
Moslem Shriners has been a privilege and an honor that
I will forever cherish. As my term comes to an end, I am
filled with pride for all that we have accomplished
together and the legacy we have built.

   I want to take this opportunity to express my love and
appreciation to First Lady Hazel and our First daughter,
Theresa. Thank you both for your unwavering support,
dedication, extremely hard work and commitment to
make 2024 successful. These ladies are truly inspiring
and an example of what family support really is.

    It has been a truly humbling experience to lead this
illustrious group of individuals who are united in their
passion for service and philanthropy.

   As I pass the torch to the new administration, I want to
assure you that you are in good hands. I have full
confidence that the incoming leadership will continue
to serve you with excellence, integrity, and a vision for
even greater heights. I have witnessed firsthand the
dedication and capabilities of the individuals who will
be taking on these roles, and I am certain that they will
lead our organization to new levels of success.

   I would like to extend a special thank you to my General
Chairman, Jeff Geske, whose unwavering support and
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steadfast leadership have been instrumental in our
achievements. I am truly grateful for his commitment
to our cause and his tireless efforts on behalf of the
Nobility of Moslem Shriners. I would also like to express
my appreciation to our Recorder, Bob Pate, and our
Treasurer, Joe Merem, for their extraordinary performance
in their respective roles. Without their dedication and
hard work, I am certain that my tenure as Potentate
would not have been as successful.

   As for the 2024 housing chairman and his staff, Hazel
and I are truly grateful for all the support and hard work
they have done. For those of you who missed the Imperial
Session in Reno this year, you missed an amazing
hospitality room. It was truly one for the books.  

   In closing, I want to thank each one of you for your
support, camaraderie, and dedication to our organization.
It has been a privilege to serve as your Potentate, and I
look forward to seeing the continued growth and success
of the Nobility of Moslem Shriners under the leadership
of the new administration.

Fraternally yours,

Tommy Thompson
Outgoing Potentate
Moslem Shriners



Chief Rabban’s

Gary Lewandowski, Chief Rabban

Nobles all,

   As we enter the fourth quarter of our year 2024, I wanted to pause and think about this past year and how far Mighty
Moslem has come, and I ask each of you to do the same. I do not have to list things because as the current acronym “IYKYK”
says; “if you know, you know.”

   If you do not know or are not sure, then you need to stop in and visit our new home in Farmington Hills, look around and see
for yourself and feel the energy of a fresh start...it is contagious.

   Recently, my Lady Lori shared a poem that appeared in a local paper. The poem, en�tled “Have You Earned Another Tomorrow”
was wri�en by Edgar A. Guest (who passed away back in 1959). Mr. Guest was Bri�sh-born American poet who became known
as the “people’s poet” and was also a reporter for the Detroit Free Press...here is his poem:

FROM THE DESK

Have You Earned Another Tomorrow:
“Is anybody happier because you passed his way?

Does anyone remember that you spoke to him today?

This day is almost over, and its toiling time is through,

is there anyone to utter now a kindly word of you?

Did you give a cheerful greeting to the friend who came along?

Or a churlish sort of “Howdy” and then vanish in the throng?

Were you selfish pure and simple as you rushed along the way,

or is someone mighty grateful for a deed you did today?

Can you say tonight, in parting with the day that’s slipping fast,

that you helped a single brother of the many that you passed?

Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said,

does a man whose hopes were fading now with courage look ahead?

Did you waste the day or lose it, was it well or sorely spent?

Did you leave a trail of kindness or a scar of discontent?

As you close your eyes in slumber, do you think that God would say,

you have earned one more tomorrow by the work you did today?”
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Chief Rabban’s

   I am sure a�er reading this you may think, “that has some Masonic overtones,” as well it should. You see, Brother Edgar A.
Glenn was made a life�me Mason in Detroit’s Ashlar Lodge No. 92. In honor of Brother Guest’s devo�on to the cra�, the
Grand Lodge of Michigan established the “Edgar A. Guest Award” for Lodges to present to non-Masons within the community
who have demonstrated dis�nguished service to the community and their fellow man.

   I shared this with ALL of you not because I wanted to give a history lesson, but because in reading it, I myself gave pause to
reflect on who I am and what I think I have done or accomplished that helped another... and more importantly to help me
be�er secure my Masonic founda�on, which is something we all have but may have forgo�en it’s there.

   Remember that the strength and harmony we share as Moslem Shriners, should always find its founda�on in our Masonic
teachings and beliefs. If we do, then the ques�on asked in the poem; “Have you earned another tomorrow” should be clear
in your hearts (where it counts most.)

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Gary Lewandowski
Chief Rabban – 2024

"As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend." - Proverbs 27:17

FROM THE DESK
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Oriental Guide’s

Patrick McCusker, Oriental Guide

Nobles & family,

As I sat reflecting on what to write—considering what you
might find important and what you’d like to hear—it
suddenly struck me.  You and your family are what truly
deserve attention.  Throughout the year, Nobles, their wives,
family, and friends have supported Moslem, and we couldn’t
succeed without your participation in our events and
gatherings. This philanthropy and fraternity are for YOU,
and the DIVAN is here to support you and help bring
fellowship.  Thank you to everyone who joined us and
helped make all our events successful this year.  However,
what matters even more than participation is the dedication
of our volunteers.  All our events rely on volunteers. These
dedicated individuals collect prizes and donations for
Moslem and manage the themes, setup, and breakdown
of each event.  While we enjoy great fellowship with one
another, our volunteers are hard at work—not in the
traditional sense of earning a paycheck, but by generously
giving their time for all of us.  They do this to support the
growth of our Temple and to raise funds for our Temple,
hospitals, and childcare services. These volunteers put in
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Thanks again, Patrick McCusker - Oriental Guide

hard work without any financial compensation, all for our
benefit.  At the Michigan State Fair and Detroit Shrine Circus
Labor Day weekend, we had an excellent turnout of volunteers. 
There were numerous opportunities to get involved over the
holiday weekend.  Seeing such a great turnout was fantastic.
Some were long-time Shriners, while others had just joined
this year. Many even brought their families to lend a hand. 
I want to express my heartfelt thanks to you and your family
for your support. Whether through your participation or by
holding down the home front so you could come out and
serve your Temple and community, it means a lot.

   Next time we have an event, take a moment to thank a
volunteer. We always need more helping hands! If you're
interested in volunteering or have any questions about
opportunities, feel free to reach out!
Thank you once again to you and your family.
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General Chairman’s

Jeff Geske, General Chairman

Shriners Children’s and Moslem’s Childcare

   To many, it may be surprising to learn that the

majority of Shriners have never visited a Shriners Children’s

location or any of the outreach clinics currently providing

world class care to children and families in need.  It should

also be noted that this phenomenon is not unique to Moslem

and encompasses Nobles that have been a member of this

fraternity for decades down to those joining this year.

Over the past few years, it appears that our Nobility is

distancing themselves from our Philanthropy.  This is by

no means the fault of the Divan, a Unit, a Club or any

individual Noble, it is simply a fact, and it is something

that I believe we need to correct.   

   The reason that I am highlighting this trend is that it is

important to not lose focus on what it means to be a

Shriner outside of picnics, parades, various “fun” activities,

and fundraisers.  Being a Shriner is supporting “the World’s

Greatest Philanthropy” which is, Shriners Children’s.

Our statistics:

• 1,592 children in Moslem’s care.  Note – some of

   these may receive care monthly, yearly, or are now

   above the age of 18 but may still be receiving care.

• We are affiliated with Chicago IL, Erie PA, Ohio,

   Philadelphia PA, Greenville SC, and Montreal Canada. 

• We are supporting transportation to and from various

  locations in the U.S. as well as from different countries

  such as, but not limited to:

      Mexico / Napal / Philippines / Cuba / China / Ukraine /

      the E.U. / New Ghana / Guatemala / Pakistan / India /

      Brazil / Fiji / St. Vincent / Venezuela / Nigeria

• 2023 statistics for Chicago Children’s only:

• Operating budget is slightly over $1,000,000 per week

• 2,200 new patients

• $1.5 million in research grant funding

• 24 clinical exam rooms

• 16,260 outpatient visits

• The only accredited Motion Analysis Center in Illinois,

  Iowa, Indiana, or Wisconsin

• 3,100 pediatric psychology visits

• More than 90 physicians and advanced

  practice professionals

• 1,242 surgeries

• 16,592 visits to rehabilitation therapy services

• Patients from 38 countries

• 25% increase in spine surgeries with implants

• 99 residents completed a clinical rotation

• 15 hospital-affiliated Shrine locations
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General Chairman’s

FROM THE DESK

   Shriners Children’s three-part mission has one goal:
to change and improve lives.

   Shriners Children’s has been serving children with complex
and specialized healthcare needs since 1922. They have
become one of the largest specialty pediatric health care
systems in the world. In addition to caring for children at
our primary locations in the United States, Canada and
Mexico, we hold outreach clinics all over the world.

   They are dedicated to providing the highest quality care
to children with orthopedic, neuromuscular, colorectal
and gastrointestinal conditions, burn injuries, craniofacial
conditions and spinal cord injuries. Our experienced
medical teams also provide spine care, sports medicine
and other special health care within a compassionate,
family-centered and collaborative environment. Their
physicians are board-certified in their areas of medical
specialty.

That is something that every Noble and Lady should take
pride in.

   The easiest way to engage with Shriners Children is to simply
visit one.  Every year, Shriners Children’s host an open house
where the Nobility and their family can witness firsthand
what they do and to a limited degree, interact with some
of the children in our care.  If that is not an option, speak
with one of the Moslem Shriners Children’s representatives
or if you’re in Moslem’s building, speak with our childcare
Coordinator, Pam and learn of the successes that Shriners
Children’s are accomplishing.  

   Always remember, your support is the reason that our Shrine
kids can succeed and if you would like to take a more active
role in what we do, all you need to do is ask.

Y.I.T.F.
Jeff Geske – PP
Chicago Children’s Board of Governors - Director General 2027
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I am writing to express my deepest gratitude and heartfelt thanks to Suburban
Showplace and the Bowman family for hosting this wonderful event. I wish to 

express my thanks to each and every one of you who worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to make the Michigan State Fair a resounding success. Your hard work,

dedication, and unwavering commitment to excellence truly made this event a
memorable and enjoyable experience for all who attended.

A special thank you to Craig Stigleman, John Nagods, Larry Senn, Michelle
Geske, Kevin Meyer, the Moslem Clowns, L.O.S. Clowns, the visiting clowns from

several other Temples, and, of course, our Divan.  Your collective efforts and
contributions played a significant role in the success of the fair, and we are truly

grateful for all that you do.
While there are too many individuals to name individually, please know that each
and every one of you played a crucial part in bringing the Michigan State Fair to

life. Your hard work, creativity, and dedication did not go unnoticed, and I am
incredibly thankful for your selfless contributions.

The success of the fair would not have been possible without the dedication and
teamwork of each and every one of you. Your passion for our cause and your

willingness to go above and beyond are truly inspiring, and I am honored to be a
small part of such dedicated volunteers as part of our philanthropy.

Once again, thank you from the bottom of my heart for all that you do. Your hard
work and dedication have not gone unnoticed, and we (your Divan) look forward

to many more successful events together in the future.
With sincere appreciation and warmest regards,

Fraternally yours,
Tommy Thompson

Potentate
Moslem Shriners 
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Dr.Singh, Childcare Director
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IN THE NEWS

$5000 Gift to Shriners Hospitals for Children in Erie, Pennsylvania

The Lucky Fin Project
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Annual Summer Sportsman’s Raffle 

20th
Annual SHRINERS
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IN THE NEWS

SUMMERSUMMER
PICNIC FUN!PICNIC FUN!
SUMMER

PICNIC FUN!
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IN THE NEWS

The Motor Corp is looking for new riding members to join Moslem Shriners elite parade unit.

The Motor Corp Unit has changed our motorcycle requirements regarding the Harley-Davidson motorcycles. You
must have a late Model Arctic White Ultra Classic. You can buy a new or used motorcycle as long as it meets the
Unit’s requirements. The Motor Corp Unit used to purchase a new Harley-Davidson every two (2) years.
That requirement is not the case today.

The Motor Corp Unit will teach you (and practice) our parade and competition maneuvers.
The Moslem Shriners’ Motor Corp has over sixty (60) years of riding tradition. Come ride with us.
Contact Unit Director Gary Kolwaski at 248-842-6059 for information relating to date, time and location of meetings.

Join the Best, Ride with the Best.

“We Ride So Children Can Walk”

Moslem Shriners Motor Corp
From Behind the Handlebars
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Greetings from the newest Unit of Moslem Shrine.

Motor City Nobles (“MO CI NO”) is excited to be the newest Moslem Shrine. We enthusiastically ride as a
group to put smiles on children’s faces and to help raise funds for Shriner’s hospitals.

We had a great time participating in the State Fair and also in the summer parades.  We just finished off
the 2 most recent parades being Romeo Peach Festival and Richmond “Olden Day.”

Our new unit is for Shriners who want to be active participants and enjoy owning and driving 4-wheel
vehicles that meet our flexible units requirements.  For details or to get more information on the unit,
please reach out to Noble Ed McDonald. 

Currently the majority of our vehicles are unique mini-monster trucks which are customized by each owner. 
The response from parade goers has been overwhelming positive.  Many of the children are excited to see
Fuzzy riding on the golf cart as our MOCINO mascot.
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MEETING SCHEDULE

02
NOV

CEREMONIAL

03
NOV

VETERANS PARADE

16
NOV

LADIES HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

07
DEC

MOSLEM SHRINERS
CHRISTMAS PARTY

14
DEC

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

15
DEC

CHILD CARE CHRISTMAS

26
OCT

MUSIC BINGO

30

04
NOV

MEET THE MANDARIN
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A publication of the Moslem Shrine Center

46850 Grand River Avenue
Novi, MI 48374

A Philanthropic Organization - Dated Material - Please deliver within 3 days.
The Moslemite is the official publication of Moslem Shrine Temple

Have you connected with us yet?
DetroitShriners.com

Nobles,

Are you receiving the monthly Moslemite Magazine email sent using Constant Contact from

Detroit Moslem Shriners? If not, please contact our Recorder to verify your email!

Robert W. Pate, P.P.

Recorder, Moslem Shriners

Office (248) 569-2900 ext 4
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